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It was not likely, however, that he could escape very long unobserved,
and coming under the notice of Morris, the pursuivant, i.e. detective,
had to leave London for Hoxton (Hogsden), where there seems to have
been some Catholics in residence. Mr Woodfen hid for a while in a secret
hiding-place of Sir Thomas Tresham's country-house in the then suburban
village, but being taken not long afterwards was, on the igth January,
1585 (O.S.), "at Justice hall in the Olde Bailly, condempned for
treason in being made a Seminarie priest at Reymes in ffrance by authentic
of the B. of Rome since the feast of St John Baptist in anno primo of her
Mats reigne, and in remayninge hereafter the tearme of xl*? days after
the Session of last parliament/'x Two days later this zealous priest suffered
with great constancy at Tyburn. He was a man of fine appearance and
great courtesy, qualities which in the natural order had been of no small
assistance to him in his spiritual endeavours to save the flotsam and jetsam
of the ancient religion of this country during the stress and storm of the
Elizabethan wreckage.

[Burton and Pollen : Eng, Martyn^  C.R.S. vols.,  especially 5.
Challoner : Memoirs.

JANUARY 21
STRANSHAM, THE BLESSED EDWARD,
PRIEST, MARTYR
(1557-1586).    Beatified Dec. 15, 1929.
THOUGH described in the written report of his examination before the
Privy Council, I7th July, 1585^5 oriundus in Civitate Oxon> the patronymic
of the martyr certainly suggests some possible remote connection with
the village of Strensham in Worcestershire.    The name is also spelt
Strancham and Transom.    The subject of this notice matriculated at
St John's College, Oxford, at the age of eighteen, and in  February,
1575-6? was determined for the B,A, degree (Oxford Register)*    In April,
1577, he went to Douay College, together with Nicholas and Richard
Nayler.   He migrated with the rest of the professors and students to
Rheims in April, 1577, but owing to a continuous and  troublesome
flux, came to England for his health in October of the same year.    On
his return to Rheims, he brought back with him four students for the
priesthood, and in due course was ordained at Sois&ons in December,
1580.   He said his first Mass on St John's day (a?th December), at which
the Rector, Dr Allen, preached a very impressive sermon*   After remaining
1 C.R.S., voL v. p. 129.